CHAPTER XV
THE AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL AWAKENING
EAKLIER FACTORS IN THE REVIVAL
The development of the educational reforms of Pesta-
lozzi and Fellenberg in the United States during the second
quarter of the nineteenth century occurred during a great
period of awakening in public education, and may be
viewed as factors in the general movement, It has been
seen in Chapter XIII that during the years of transition
democratic ideals and secular education had been stead-
ily advancing. In the colonial period Massachusetts had
taken the first step toward establishing schools for the
general population, and, while educational efficiency in
this state had later been somewhat lowered through the
rise of a district system, the trend toward universal educa-
tion had greatly increased and spread to other common-
wealths. A dozen states had started school funds, and
at least one of them (New York) had established a rudi-
mentary organization of common schools. Moreover,
most of the sizable cities had developed a complete public
school system of their own. Hence at the close oi this
period the common school, so typical of American educa-
tion, seemed about to burst its chrysalis.
The full development of a tax-maintained and state-
administered system, however, was still seriously ham-
pered by sectarian jealousies, the conception of public
schools as pauper institutions, the unwillingness of the
wealthy to be taxed for the benefit of other people's
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